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DATE   TIME  EVENT  BRING BLACK FOLDERS & STANDS  
 

Saturday, May 18   2:00pm  St. Luke’s Church, Boardman, OH 

Thursday, June 19  7:00pm  Victoria House, Austintown, OH  

Friday, June 27  7:00pm  Poland Town Hall, Poland, OH 

Saturday, July 5  4:30pm  Ellwood City Festival, Ellwood City, PA 

Sunday, July 13  6:00pm  Buhl Park, Sharon, PA 

Tuesday, July 22  7:00pm  Austintown Park, Austintown, OH 

Saturday, July 26 2:00pm  Combined Concert with Somerset Band,  

         Boardman Park, OH 

Sunday, July 27  2:00pm  Firestone Park, Columbiana, OH 

Friday, August 1  7:00pm  Mercer County Courthouse, Mercer, PA 

 

�   Continue to check the schedule at www.yaccb.org or announcements at rehearsals for updates or 
changes.  

 
Just a reminder from our favorite librarian : Please leave your folder in the folder box if you will not be at 
rehearsal the following week. If the absence is unexpected, try to get the folder to another band member 
attending the rehearsal. We cannot always fill an extra folder for some parts.  No black folder for our concerts?  
See Clyde or Marsha. 
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the person responsible for starting YACCB, Bill Gretsinger. In 
1982 Bill had a vision – start a band that would be a worthy 
cause for the community and a worthy outlet for skilled 
musicians. At the time Canfield and Cortland bands were also 
beginning; Bill envisioned a community band with a different 
purpose and composition.  He visited YSU, local schools and 
other musicians to share his dream and received the support of 
Joe Purser, his music teacher and the band’s first Director.  

Thus, the first of many organizational meetings were held in 
1983. Rehearsals started in January of 1984 in an old building 
behind Ursuline High School with Joe Purser, conducting.  
Attending those first rehearsals were Ted O’Conner, Mike 
McDonough, Len Murphy, and Dorothy Wolfe.  After the first 
concert season, the conducting baton was turned over to Mike 
Ferraro, who continued leading the band into the 90’s. Mike was 
followed by Joe Pellegrini, our current conductor. 

In those early days, Bill found resources and means to purchase music and percussion equipment, 
often from his own pocket.  When the building at Ursuline High School was demolished, the band 
moved rehearsals to the Senior Citizen’s Multi-Purpose Center, (the old Synagogue on Fifth Ave), 
where they also performed concerts. Ted O’Conner was instrumental in obtaining our current 
accommodations at YSU, and Bill credits Ted with keeping YACCB in existence during those early 
years.   

 

Our logo.  After the musicians in YACCB completed one year, Bill presented them with a blue and silver 
pin purchased from a local trophy and award store. The design on that pin was later drawn and used on 
band literature with YACCB inscribed.  In 1989 musicians were given Membership Material, and on the 
cover was a drawing of the design from the pin.  Underneath it was typed “EST. 1983”.  We believe that 
date reflected the initial planning meetings prior to that first rehearsal the beginning of 1984.  During our 
reorganization a few years ago, that design was scanned in and cleaned up and retained as our 
“official” logo. 

 

Bill’s short bio.  Bill and his wife, Pam, are both graduates of Boardman High School where Bill was an 
excellent trumpet player and Captain of the Boardman High School Band.  After graduation, he joined 
the 661st Division of the Air Force Logistics Command Band at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. He 
then auditioned and was chosen for a two-year touring stint with the United States Armed Forces 
Bicentennial Band and Chorus. After the service, Bill attended YSU.  In the early 90’s Bill returned to 
school and graduated from Nursing School and received his license. He works for Gateways to Better 
Living, caring for the mentally retarded.  

Both Bill and Pam have a deep faith and are actively involved in the music at Poland United Methodist 
Church.  Bill has recently returned to YACCB playing baritone.  At various times, he has probably 
played every brass instrument and he takes his music seriously. In talking with Bill, one can sense a 
deep commitment and love for music that is part of the essence of who he is. 

YACCB is comprised of a diverse group of people who play for various reasons.  It is part of who we 
are and what makes us unique.  We appreciate Bill’s talent and commitment.  
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Our Executive Board, under the leadership of President Ed D’Angelo, has been tossing some ideas 
around about the direction of YACCB.  A couple years ago we were asked what we envisioned for our 
band, and did not give a lot of feedback.  In our defense, we really did not have concrete ideas, as we 
were never presented with possibilities before.   Say, what!  You mean we can be expanding our 
horizons???   

In these couple of years, we have new members, we are playing better, and more of you are getting 
involved.  Some members have started to attend other community band events and we have been 
talking to active bands and checking out websites. And the wheels are starting to turn…… 

Here are some ideas that we can consider: 
 Do we want to have more combined concerts with other bands?  
  What is the possibility of hosting a band festival?   
   Do we want to travel to participate in other band festivals? 

Whoa!  Did I hear a groan?  Before you are allowed to do that, you need to first participate in a festival.  
Let me tell you about President Ed.  

An active member of our band had been encouraging Ed to attend either the ACB conference or an 
adult band camp held each year in Meadville.  Ed’s reaction for a couple years was, “Why should I go?  
What’s in it for me?  I am too busy!”  Finally, 2 years ago – this active member and wife took Ed and his 
wife Pat to the concert that the adult band presented at the end of the week’s activities.  Before the 
concert was over, Ed had his pen out and wanted to sign up.  Last year, he attended for the first time. 
He had a blast!  It is an understatement when I say that he was VERY enthusiastic!  If you get a 
chance, ask him about it, but only if you have time to listen to his stories and share his excitement.  
Now he is spearheading a drive to expand this band to enjoy the same experience. 

We are taking a baby step on July 26 when the community band from Somerset, PA, under the 
direction of Dan Croft, is going to share a program with us, and hopefully we will do a combined 
selection with them.  It is always exciting to be part of something that is bigger than ourselves. 

 

Here is a success story: 

The Three Rivers Community Band Festival was begun in order to highlight the community bands 
in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area.  The first festival, sponsored by the East Winds Symphonic 
Band, was presented on April 4, 2004 at the Upper St. Clair Theatre, and was a phenomenal 
success.   The festival has since been an annual tradition each spring. 

The fifth festival will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2008 at Upper St. Clair Theatre.  It will feature 
four bands in addition to a brand new Festival Band of area musicians.  

Excerpts from http://www.ewsb.org/festival/ 

See the trouble we can get into? 

 

On May 3, some of us are going to attend this festival.  We have already talked to the director and 
some members of the East Winds Symphonic Band after they presented a wonderful concert at the 
ACB convention earlier this month in Corning, NY.  Talk about enthusiasm! 

If you would like to join us, we would LOVE to have you – and that is another understatement!  If there 
is enough interest, we may even rent a van – but you have to let Ed D’Angelo, Diane Heberling, or Ed 
and Joy Cable know as soon as possible. 
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Our officers and committee chairpersons: 

President    Ed D’Angelo 
Vice-President   Diane Heberling 
Secretary    Sara Hendel-McCormick 
Treasurer    Al Stiver 
Representative Member  Steve Lodwick 
 
Equipment Manager  John Fanta 
Historian    Sue Ann Taylor  
Librarian    Marsha Gray 
Music Director   Joe Pellegrini 
Parliamentarian   Bob Puhalla 
Performance Coordinator  Joe MacBenn 
Registered Agent   Sara Hendel-McCormick 
Webmaster   Perry Tarantine 
 
Bylaws & Rules Chair  Bob Puhalla 
Membership Chair   PENDING 
Music Selection Chair  Mike McDonough 
Strategic Planning & Development UNFILLED 
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Our own band site:  www.yaccb.org  Association of Concert Bands:  www.acbands.org 

Our YACCB website has a forum for members.  If you are not already registered, please do.  It is a nice place to express and 
exchange ideas.  Questions?  Talk to our webmaster, Perry Tarantine (he plays in the trumpet section.) 
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Yesterday   
 
Yesterday, 
All those backups seemed a waste of pay. 
Now my database has gone away. 
Oh I believe in yesterday.  
 
Suddenly, There's not half the files there used to be, 
And there's a deadline hanging over me 
The system crashed so suddenly.  
 
I pushed something wrong - 
What it was I could not say. 
Now all my data's gone and I long for yesterday-ay-ay-ay.  
 
Yesterday, The need for backups seemed so far away. 
I knew my data was all here to stay. 
Now I believe in yesterday. 

 

   “� ”   Notable Quotable 

"Never look at the trombones, it only 
encourages them."  

-- Richard Strauss  


